PRESS RELEASE

Saturday 3rd March 2007

“Missing Voices of Women from the Margins to the Mainstream of political life”
A conference to Celebrate International Women’s Day

Saturday 3rd March 2007, Glencree, Co Wicklow
The Glencree Centre for Peace and Reconciliation is organising a conference to celebrate International Women’s day on 3 March 2007, entitled, ‘Missing Voices of Women from the Margins to the Mainstream of political life.’
The Glencree Women’s Programme is a an all-island initiative of capacity building for women, motivated by the belief that society needs women to play a more active role in politics, business and the community.

A women’s place is in politics yet gender can be a liability for political ambitions. Political parties are increasingly aware that it makes sense to have more women candidates. 

We invite you to celebrate with us our power, our passions and collective possibilities through conversations that interrupt traditional silences, lighten shadows and provoke a delicious subversive move for social change. 

Participants will be asked to imagine what “could be” for very diverse groups of women and to provoke strategies for change.  We will look at the contradictions within women’s lives which have been shaped by structured social silences, those multiple and contradictory silences that women have long preserved. 
The conference will be opened by H.E. Ms. Anne Plunkett, Australian Ambassador to Ireland, and Chaired by Áine Lawlor, Broadcaster and presenter of ‘Morning Ireland’ on RTÉ Radio 1.

Speakers include:

Mairéad McGuinness MEP, Fine Gael candidate in the forthcoming general election; Ivana Bacik, Reid Professor of Law at Trinity College Dublin and independent candidate for the Seanad; Patricia Mc Kenna, Green Party candidate in the forthcoming general election; and Mildred Fox TD.

Special Guest Facilitator: Bronagh Hinds, Institute of Governance, Queens University, Belfast 

For further information  please contact Anne Cogavin, Glencree Women’s Programme on (01) 2829711, Fax (01) 2766085; e-mail: womensgroup@glencree.ie, web: www.glencree.ie.  
