d encree ...a place and an i deal

G encree Centre for Reconciliation was founded in
1974 as a response to violent conflict in Irish
society, in the conviction that there nust be a
better way than violence and vandalism i ntol erance
and sectariani sm

The Centre works to discover and pronote the
conditions for a just and peaceful society. It
seeks to uncover and encourage in the people of
Ireland the noral and physi cal resources to
transcend the politics and econom cs of violence,
pollution and greed and to reconstruct an island
where young and old can live in security and hope.

A spirit of Christian commtnent to this ideal
i nspired the foundation of the Centre and conti nues
to notivate its varied activities of peace
training, peace nmaking and the respectful use of
natural resources. It welcones nenbers and fellow
workers from any religious faith and from none,
from Ireland and abroad and from all social and
political traditions conpatible with the ains of
the Centre.

G encree is a place and an ideal. It stands for
tolerance and justice; for an Ireland where
I ndividuals and famlies, small groups and I arge,
can find the space and the environnent to |live and
work together with dignity and nutual respect.



VWhat t he Taol seach has sai d

“The work of reconciliation is
the greatest single challenge
that faces this generation in
Ireland. As each of the last ten
years has gone by, the task has
becone nore daunting, nore
conpl ex and nore

heart breaking.... Too many

young Irish nmen and wonen

have sought relief in escapismor
have yielded to a blind urge for
vi ol ent revenge. Too many of

nmy own generation have yiel ded
to a weary fatalism

"I'f we fail to confront the crisis
of Northern Ireland, it wll
i nexorably worsen and fester.

"Until we all seek to

understand this crisis, we wll
not be able to act intelligently
and effectively for peace. The
effort of understanding wll
require a willingness on our part,
on the part of both sections of
the comunity in Northern

Ireland and on the part of the
British to reject a good deal of
our own cherished nythol ogy as
wel | as the nythol ogy of others.
It will require a readiness to
contenplate difficult, expensive
and probably pai nful options

and it will require a conmtnent
to give to this problemand to its
solution a priority above al

ot her issues.”

From a speech by the Taoi seach, Dr. Garret FitzCerald, T.D.
at the opening of a Aencree exhibition in May 1983.



Glencree - a beacon of hope

Dr. A J. F. OReilly, Chairman of the
A encree Devel opnent Conmm ttee sends us
this nmessage on our tenth anniversary.

COWENTING on the Anglo-lrish Treaty of 1921 and
partition, a British author wote, "So the Irish
won in a way, but they lost too, for they never
made friends with thensel ves." That observation was
penned many years ago, but it is as true today as
It was fifty years ago.

G encree is one of those little beacons of hope
that light up an otherw se turbulent, ungenerous
sea. W have to learn the Anmerican |esson that
conpromse is the distinction of the intelligent
man and not a synonym for surrender - or if it does
nean surrender, it is surrender of a positive type
to the forces of general good.

G encree is all about creating space ... space for
the mnd, space for the spirit, space for the soul.
It is a crossroads for tribes to neet. Properly
used, it is a supermarket for |ow cost generosity
and high-quality Christianity.

Stop and shop at dencree! You'll find the
Christian nessage of peace alive and well and
prospering there, thanks to your generosity.



Ten Years...

“Forgiveness is a catalyst creating the
at nosphere necessary for a fresh start

and a new begi nning.”

- Martin Luther King

AFTER a particularly horrifying
out break of bonmbing in Belfast in
1972 a nunber of people net in
Dublin to protest against the
atrocities being carried out in
their name and an ecunenical
service to voice concern for the
people of Northern Ireland was
later held in Christ Church
Cat hedr al

Concern was not enough, however
and the organisation known as
Working  For Peace consi dered
injustice and social problens to
be at the root of the conflict.
The various peace groups invol ved
soon realised that reconciliation
was the key and that what was
needed was a common base from
which to spearhead an effective
and non-violent approach to the
urgent issues both north and
sout h.

In February of the follow ng year
the old dencree barracks were
made avail able by the Governnent
and in a generous act of faith,
banker s Qui nness and Mahon
approved an overdraft of £47,000
for the work of renovation to be
undert aken.

May 1975 saw the opening of the
d encree Centre for
Reconciliation, which has been
the scene of inmportant events and
proj ects during t he ensui ng
decade. They are too nunerous to
detail here, but they have been
wide-ranging in their scope,
i ncl udi ng t he fields of
educati on,

recreation, fund-rai si ng, wor k
canmps and holidays and hosting
the flow of visitors to the
Centre in the beautiful and
peaceful valley of G encree has
been rewardi ng for all concerned.

THE work goes on. There is a
conti nuous

pr ogr anme of
exchange, peace

studies and conflict resolution
courses for secondary schools,
farm education for primary
schools and inner city children
and |l ocal and international work-

canps.

Nor t h- Sout h

Hundr eds of famlies from
troubled areas in the North have
cone to dencree for holidays or
shelter and comunity |eaders,
politicians and trade unionists
of all persuasions have taken
part in sem nars and conferences.

All this activity and t he
practical effort entailed nust
surely have some stronger notive
force i f t he i deal s
andaspirations of Gencree are to
reach out and influence the
hearts and minds of those to whom
the concept of reconciliation is
as yet unknown - or even
unaccept abl e.

There is of course this notive
force and it springs from the
Christian belief which perneates
everything to do with the Centre
and which was what fired the
ent husi asm of the founders over
ten years ago.

FROM its earliest days ddencree
has been i nspired by and
affiliated to Corryneela, the
Christian peace comunity in Co.
Antrim which is twenty years old
this year. Joint projects wth
Corryneel a are an ongoing feature
of our co-operation.

There is also an affiliation with
the Cross of Nails Community, a



speci al honour for an
organi sation o) young as
A encree. Oher Cross of Nails
centres are in the United States,
Dr esden, Berlin, Tai ze and
Corryneel a.

See what is nmeant by the stronger
motive force and the Christian
i nspiration?

d encree since 1974 has initiated
an annual Peace Wek during which
there are |ectures, sem nars,
exhi bitions and street drama and
al ways an ecuneni cal servi ce.
Di stingui shed preachers over the
years have included the Rev.
M chael Quoist from France and
Bi shop Hel der Camara of Brazil.

During the last ten years there
have been many seminars and the
extent of the concept of peace
and reconciliation can be gauged
by the variety of subj ects
cover ed. These range from
political (lrish neutrality, the
politics of f orgi veness and
UD.I. for Northern Irel and),

econoni ¢ (unenpl oynent and
renewabl e energy), religious
(mnority religions), soci al

(pluralism sexism in education
and prison sentences).

AMONG the nore significant of

recent conferences was that held
jointly W th Corryrneel a in
Queen' s Uni versity, Bel f ast .

Political scientists, historians
and other experts cane from
Europe and the United States to
give their views on alternative
nodel s of political cooperation
and their papers were afterwards
published in book form The book
was subsequently presented by
dencree as their submission to
the New I rel and Forum

which used it extensively as a
source of reference.

From a valley in the Wcklow
Hlls where peace is being
nurtured flows hope into a world
of strife. In apparently snall

ways and practical day-to-day
human contact and in the broad
sweep of ideological influence,

things are bei ng made to happen.

El sewhere in this booklet we tell
you what is happening in dencree
now and how the work wll grow

and develop with your help and
the kind of vision that started
off the whole glorious cycle of
peace and reconciliation in our
time.



The d encree Centre and

Christianity

The Rev. Alan Martin of the Abbey

Presbyt erian Church,

Dublin, a forner

Chai rman of the d encree Council and the

Rev. Denis Green, s.
Mary' s,

m, of Munt Sai nt
Dublin, a d encree Council

menber,

reaffirmthe Christian presence at

d encr ee.

For Christians the Centre

IS an ecuneni cal

effort to bridge divisions, they say. It is also
a place to work with nen and wonen whose faith
or church nenbership is not explicit, or who
have no religious faith or church.

THE dencree Centre for
Reconciliation 1is not a
church-affili ated

comruni ty, but Christian

notivation was strong anong
the founders and finds a
pl ace i n t he | at est
statenent of identity.

In the course of history
t he Church has been
i nvol ved in violence or has
becone petrified in its
organi sation or expression
of faith. Still, it has
also persistently aspired
and tried to be a place and
sign of new beginnings and
of peace.

The Christian presence at
G encree draws attention to
God' s hidden invol venent in
the human race. In the
di al ogue and comruni on
through which individuals
and comunities devel op,
God is drawing mankind to

growmh and reconciliation.

Thi s process persists
despite vi ol ence and
i njustice. God' s active

presence in the world is
part of that Good News
decl ared t hr ough Jesus
Christ and accepted wth
the gift of faith in him

The Centre was established

at a tinme when | ong
st andi ng di vi si ons in
I rel and had bur st into
r enewed destructi veness.

The opposed forces feed on
each other, for the hopes
of one side represent the
fears of the other. In
G encree Christians see the
conflict as a judgnent we
have brought on ourselves
by worshipping the false
god of sectarian interests
and the Catholic/Protestant
divide is used by sone to
underpin and justify these
i nterests.



"He is the peace between
us."

ALL this runs counter to
the purpose of God reveal ed
in Jesus Christ. He revered
the mssion God gave his
people, respected the Law
and worshipped with fellow
Jews, vyet he refused to
identify with any of the
religious or political
groups of the day. They
were representative of the
ki nd of divisions the human
race splits into at any
peri od.

Rather than side with any
of them he accepted death
at their hands. We believe
God showed his acceptance
of Jesus by raising him
from death. So, concerning
the hostility between Jews
and pagans, t he New
Testanent says, "He is the
peace between us and has
made the two into one and
broken down the  barrier
which used to keep them
apart ... to <create one
single New Man in hinself
out of the two of them and
by restoring peace through
the cross, to wunite them
both in a single body and
reconcile themwith God. In
his own person he killed
the hostility."

(Eph. 2114-16)

A sign of the power of
Chri st

RECONCI LED to God by our
faith in Jesus Christ, we
are to be reconciled to
each other and to be agents
of reconciliation.
Christians in d encree want
to be a sign of the power
of Christ and his Spirit
and to work wth others

t owar ds forgi veness and
peace.
Thus for Christians the

Centre is an ecunenical
effort to bridge divisions
within the Church and it is
also a place to work wth
nmen and wonen whose faith
or church nenbership is not
explicit, or who have no
religious faith or church.
We believe that where there

is goodwill there God is
secretly at wor k. W
acknow edge too that often
rejection of t he
institutional Chur ch or
difficulty in bel i evi ng

cones from t hat very

Christian excl usi veness,
privilege or religiosity
whi ch Jesus hi msel f

rejected and which rejected
him W know Jesus has
opened the Kingdom of God
and with himwe too want to

be open to all. It is our
belief that the work of
reconciliation is SO

central to the faith, "that
only what is said about and
suffered in the service of
reconciliation can be
therefore truly described
as Christian.” (Ml tnmann)



From prejudice to understanding

By Geoffrey Corry,
for Reconciliation.

BELFAST is nmles closer to
Dublin than Cork - nearer
than Linmerick or Galway or
Sligo, but many Dubliners
f eel it is nore distant
both in physical terns as
well as in the nm nd.

One of the ways encree
has tried to devel op
greater cont act and

conmmuni cati on between North
and South has been through
a variety of youth exchange
schenmes. These tend to be
weekend visits and involve
youth clubs, peace corps,
unenpl oyed yout h and
trainees. Every effort is
made to mx the groups so
that there is a balanced

Cross section of
Protestants and Catholics,
Nor t her ner s and

Sout her ners, girls and
boys. This of course is not
al ways possi bl e because of
| ast-m nute changes, bonbs
going off, groups afraid to

travel, parents putting
pressures on the young
people and other genuine

fears.

O great attraction for al
who come to the dencree
Centre are the farm life
and the wvariety of work
around the place. They vary
according to the tinme of
year and can range from

cutting turf on t he
nount ai ns, m | ki ng t he
COWs, bui | di ng wal | s,

making bread and so on.

Chai rman, d encree Centre

Getting out of the city and
going to

a new place wth out-of-
t he-ordi nary experiences
are the very stuff for
breaki ng down barriers and
getting everyone to rope in
together. Hard necked boys
from city life would have
been slagged right out of
it back honme if it were
known that they had nade
bread. At G encree there is
no question that this is a
“sissy” activity.

MORE recently, t he
North/ South |ink programre
provi des a weekend exchange
whi ch opens with a getting-
t o- knowyou session on the
Friday night. On Saturday
norning the groups do work
projects around the Centre
and on Saturday afternoon
t hey visit a | ocal
nei ghbourhood in Dublin to
see the nmany new social
problens faced by young
people, for exanple, "joy-
riding", unenploynent, sone
drugs problens and poverty.
On Sat ur day ni ght an
opportunity is provided for
the young people to talk

about each other's
situation and to express
their feelings about
things. On Sunday norning

there is time to do a
nunber of things before the
eval uation.

A very encouraging aspect



of al | this i's t he
friendshi ps made which, if
sustained, invariably |ead
to a change in opinions, a
softening of attitudes and
the desire to cone together
again. At the end of a
successf ul weekend, a
typi cal comment mght Dbe,
"I can look at both sides
of the story now " or "I
realise now t hat t he
troubles are not only about
Cat holi cs ver sus
Protestants," or "The
Sout herners do not want to

t ake over Nor t hern
Ireland.”

Bui | ding on these contacts,
ex- changes and
friendshi ps, many of us

have a bigger vision. By
openi ng up channel s of
comruni cati on bet ween
groups divided by conflict
and the events of violence,
we can restore to people
the possibility of doing

sone- thing to resolve
their own situation - of
becom ng i ncreasingly

sensitive to how they have
been nunbed by t he
vi ol ence.

Conflict of all Kkinds -
i deol ogi cal , economi c,
cul tural and racial -is
going to play a bigger part
in the lives of all of us
because of the pace of
change and the greater
i nter-m xi ng of people.

The nost inportant skill
for people today is the
ability to resol ve a
conflict, yet we Irish tend
to be better at taking one

particul ar si de or
convi ction and rigidly
holding on to it. The daily
vi ol ence and bar bari c
i nci dents are clearly

teaching us the hard way;
we have to learn new ways
of resol ving conflict
bet ween gr oups and of
formng a healthy respect
for each other.



Divided in life,
deat h

Two significant wal ks of

ON the Sunday before St.
Patrick's Day during Peace
Week of 1981 and again in
1983 there was a walk of
r enmenbr ance t hr ough t he
streets of Dublin and al ong

t he way wr eat hs of
shanr ocks wer e | ai d at
poi nts of hi storic
I mportance to conmenorate
Irish men and wonen of all
traditions.

Before the start of the
walk from St. Patrick's
Cat hedral, the wal kers who
nunbered several hundr eds
assenbled at the menorial
there to comenprate the
dead of two world wars and
the words, "Though they
were divided in life, |et

us renenber them together
in death," were recited.

The walk then proceeded
down the hill and over the
Liffey to the Four Courts
where those who died on
both sides of the CGvil War
were remenbered. The final
visit was to the GP.O
where those killed in 1916
in t he struggl e for
nat i onal i ndependence, by
the bonbs of 1974 and by
violence North and South
wer e renenber ed.

The weaths were laid in
1981 by Nobel prizew nner
Sean MacBri de, Una
O Hi ggi ns O Mal | ey,
daught er of

the late Kevin
and actress

McKenna.

O Hi ggi ns
Si obhan
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they are renenbered in

renenbrance in Dublin.

In 1983 Lieutenant-CGeneral
Sean Col |l ins-Powell, nephew
of t he | at e M chael
Col I'i ns, acconpani ed by

Li eut enant - Col onel Der ek
Boydel |, OBE, Pr esi dent
Southern Ireland Area Roya
British Legion and other
menber s of t he Legi on
joined the gathering at the
war menor i al in t he
cathedral, then took part
in the wal k of renmenbrance.
The weaths were laid by
Sean Lemass' s gr andson
Sean O Connor, Chris
O Mal l ey, grandson of Kevin
O Higgins and actor Cyri
Cusack, who read t he
oration at the GPO

In participating in a
synbolic wal k of this kind,
G encree was enphasi sing
the need for forgiveness.
Very little has been done
to heal the scars of the
G vil

War, the mmjor political
parties remain its captives
and seldom do they find
all-part-y opportunities to

rem nd people of the things
t hat hol d al | of us
t oget her.

VWHLE tine allows wus to
forget these past divisions
and is itself a natura

form of f orgi veness,

menories linger on and we
can never fully escape from
t he brutalities and
i nperfections of the past.

Through such a walk of



r emenbr ance, forgi veness
can provide a way to
renmenber the past so that
it does not overshadow the
present, but can allow a
new future to enmerge from
it.

11



Peace comes to a valley

GLENCREE has been a
battl eground for war ri ng
factions since the twelfth
century, but it was not
until the Rising of 1798
t hat what is now the
Reconciliation Centre nade
its first appearance as the
new mlitary barracks of

the tine to deal with the
i nsurgents. The Mlitary
Road (nowadays known and
loved by notorists and
wal kers) was built at about
the sanme tine.

During the R sing sone
11, 000 Cat holic and
Protestant people in Co.
Wcklow lost their farns,
cott ages and li vest ock

Peace gradually returned to

the countryside when the
Rising ceased and then
began the long weary task
of repairing farnms and
| and. The arny Dbarracks
were of no further use to
t he mlitary and t he
buildings lay enpty and
neglected for over fifty
years, a grim rem nder of
past turnoil.

In 1859 appear signs of
human concern and buil ding
for the future in the

vall ey instead of death and
destruction and wth the
com ng of the

bl ate Fathers to d encree

t he first seeds of
reconciliation my be said
to have Dbeen sown. The
mlitary bar r acks wer e
taken over by the Fathers
for t he housi ng and

training of delinquent boys
in the charge of one Father
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Lynch, a truly great man of

faith and vi si on.

life for
to the

It was a tough
them and visitors
Centre today who observe
t he fertile | and
surrounding it my renmenber
those boys who under the
direction of the great
Father Lynch relentlessly
cut the turf and renoved
the tons and tons of
st ones.

AS well as cultivating the
| and the boys |earnt useful
trades to equip them for
adult life and Father Lynch
al so taught sonme of themto
play the fife, believing
that nusic would be good
for their characters. Very
soon t hey wer e gi vi ng
concerts for charity and
singing in their choir.

By 1860 about 100 boys were
being cared for in dencree
and they were making their
own clothes, growng their
own food and building their
own furniture. A encree
Reformatory continued to
rehabilitate boys from all

over Ireland for another
eighty vyears until 1940
when the staff of twenty-

two and the 250 boys were

noved to a nore spacious
school in Dai ngean.

The building was enpty
again, but not for |ong and

during the Second World War
it was occupied by recruits
to t he Gvilian
Construction Corps who cut
turf, inproved the nountain



r oads and hel ped t he
farmers.

At the end of 1945 the
Irish Red Cross Society
invited 200 *French
children for a 3-nonth stay
in lIlreland the follow ng
summer and for the next few
years the old walls of the
reformatory echoed to the
| aught er of ref ugee
chil dren from war-torn
Eur ope

TEN vyears ago wth the
formation of the dencree
Centre for Reconciliation
the building entered vyet
anot her phase and now it is

a neeting place for people
of all <classes and creeds
north and sout h; it
conbi nes t he wor kK of
practi cal reconciliation
with the study of conflict
particularly in relation to
I rel and.

A few hundred vyards from
the gate of the Centre the

German war cenetery lies in
an old quarry beside the
G encree River and the
spirit of peace and
forgiveness pervaded the
vall ey nore than ever when
in 1983 the Irish, British

and Germans prayed together
in an ecunenical service on
Arm stice Day in nmenory of
the Gernman dead there.

The story of the Valley is
full of sound and fury, but
the fury has gone now and

the sound nowadays is that
of wvoices in friendship
The great buildings which
have served their various
pur poses as mlitary
stronghold, youth training
centre and children's

refuge now fling wide their
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doors to st udy gr oups
concerned with the nature
of conflict, the politics
of forgiveness and those in
need of shelter from the
storms of the new viol ence

of our tine.

G encree draws the needy
into the healing peace of
the valley and from the
Centre enanates the nora
strength of non- vi ol ent
action and the necessity to

recogni se how destructive
vi ol ence can be. _
These are concepts which

can and nust be heeded.

[*Web Editor’s note:

The invitation was
given to the French
Sisters of Charity,
who brought displaced
Ger man and Pol i sh
children to dencree
while awaiting foster
pl acenment wth Irish

famlies.]



Glencree today [1985]

Qur ains

e To convince people
violence is destructive of
the ends it seeks to
achi eve - i deol ogi cal

i ndustrial or social.

. To show the nor al
strength of non- vi ol ent
action and what it can
achi eve.

e To provide an opportunity
for people to neet, talk
and listen nore easily and
nore honestly than is often
possi bl e.

e To lend active support to

t hat

non- vi ol ent novemnent s
trying to fight 1injustice
and to inprove the quality

of Iife in our society.

* To provide a programe of
peace educati on and
research of internationa
qual ity and val ue.

Qur activities
» Seminars and conferences on non-

vi ol ence, pluralism

i ntegration t hr ough
educati on, comruni ty
devel opnent, Christian
renewal , Nor t h- Sout h
di al ogue.

» International work camps from
June to Sept enber and

weekend camps during the rest
of the vyear, each canp
provi di ng opportunities for
di scussi on and
under st andi ng.

* Voluntary labour on the farm

in the garden and in the
kit chen, restoring t he
bui | di ng, craftwork.

. Schools  programme:  4- day
residenti al cour ses

i ncl udi ng sinulation ganes,
di scussi ons, group
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activities and projects to
develop an awareness in
seni or school chil dren  of
their attitudes.

» Training opportunities for youth
| eaders and conmuni ty
devel opnent wor kers.

o Family holidays and rest for
victinms of violence North
and Sout h, for Dbattered
wves and for inner city
chil dren.

Far m educati on

Parties of children from
primary schools in Dublin
come for a day to see the
hill farm in action. They

see the cows being mlked

they bake bread and hunt
for gold treasure in the
nount ai ns and rivers.

Volunteers: They cultivate the

gar den whi ch provi des
vegetables for the Centre
all the vyear round. They
al so experinent wth poly
tunnel s for forcing
horticultural produce and
with cheese-naking in the
dairy section where, it is
hoped, sonme young people

will be enployed full-tinme.

Energy conservation

The Pelton wheel, which was
built in the late 19"
century by t he ol at e
Fat hers, has been
reactivated and now
gener at es al nost enough
electricity to heat and
['ight t he Centre.

Electricity for the farmis
generated by the windml|.



Glencree ten years on

An anni versary nessage fromthe Rev. Ray

founder of the Corryneel a

smal | and at times
insignificant, should they
continue to exist? Are they
really necessary? Do they
perform any useful function

[kaveey,

Community in Northern Irel and.
AS one who took part in the
openi ng cerenony, it is now
a pl easure to gr eet
A encree on havi ng
conpleted its first decade.
When one surveys the rise
and fall of SO many
di fferent peace groups and
i ndeed peace initiatives,
the very fact of having
survived for that tine and
to be still in operation is
a significant fact, for
there is no doubt that the
roles that both Corryneel a

and d encree have been and
are attenpting to play are
like continually walking
agai nst t he W nds and
storns that we all know so
well on our northern and
west ern coastl i nes.

They range on the one hand
from cyni ci sm and
scepticism to unconceal ed
sectarianism and the tragic
and bl oody shortcuts of the

nmen of violence. Perhaps
even nore significant 1is
t hat unnunbered body of

peopl e who have opted out
of any effort or obligation
to work for peace and
retreated into the private
life and just don't want to
know about anything el se.

There is, nonetheless, a
real question to be faced
by such bodies as dencree
and Corryneel a. Wy,
al though their efforts are
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at all? | would offer three
responses to t hese
guesti ons:

1. Every one of us in this
country is very much aware
of how nuch inportance in
our society is given to the
various signs, synbols and
enbl ens t hat are
continually being brought
to our attention. Al as,
many of them are divisive

t hr eat eni ng and
provocative. Nonethel ess we
cannot abolish the use of
such indicators.

After all, they are really
t he short hand way of
pronoti ng our understanding
of the sort of society we
want in the future or sone
cause that 1is especially
important to us. It is
therefore of par anount
i mportance that we have
positive and creative signs
and synbols to inspire and
encourage. | am sure that
is why such places and such
efforts and indeed such
visions as both ddencree
and Corryneel a are SO

important. They are a sign
that a great nunber of
peopl e from di fferent

tradi ti ons and outl ooks can



live and work together.
They are (if | my use an
i mage from the ci nema
world) "previews" of the
sort of society we nust
have. This remnds ne of
the old age pensioner who
visited Corryneela for the

first time and was heard to
say, "This place is right.
This is what we should have
had fifty years ago"

2. Not only are the two
Centres signs, they are
al so channel s through which
all sorts of people wth
di fferent skills,
experience and concerns can
find an outlet for their
longing to do sonething to

help to build a better
society. The tragedy and
yet the hope is that in

this country both North and

South there is a vast
reservoir of unt apped
ener gy, i deal i sm and
Vi si on. Corryneel a and
G encree have at | east
begun t he process of

har nessi ng these incredible
resour ces.

I am rem nded of the [|ady
who said to ne after she
had heard ne speak about
the work of Corryneel a,
"You know you are |ucky.
You've got sonething you
can do about t he
situation". 1 was quick to
respond that Corryneela was
avail able for anyone who
wanted to be involved and
in fact li ke @ encree,
needs far nore backing and
support if its work is to
develop. It is indeed an
i dea for everyone who wants
to take it up. As one of
our early posters said,

"Corrymneel a begi ns where you
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are".

3. Places like G encree and
Corryneela are needed to
chal  enge us that we do not

succunb to apat hy or
despair and that we take up
t he search for

reconciliation and healing.

W are challenged to see
that in spite of our deep
political, soci al and
cultural differences, the
foundations of our conmon
Christian faith go deeper
still. We are indeed part

of the one Christian famly
and have the one Lord and
Master. If we go beyond lip
service and take H's way
and His life seriously, a
new dynam ¢ can be rel eased
in our country that wll
break down the ancient
barriers of hate and fear
and create new structures
and a new country.



Searching for

structures...
by Ceoffrey Corry

A nunber of | eading experts
in political science
accepted an invitation from
A encree and Corryneela to
present papers on nodel s of
political co-operation at a
study conference in Belfast
in March 1981. World
authorities such as

Prof essor Bernard Crick
from London, Professor
Arend Lijphart from
California and Professor A
P. Frognier from Louvain
gave fresh insights into
how ot her countries and
regi ons have found ways of
cooperating to overcone

hi storic divisions.

The conference was attended
by over 100 partici pants,
representative of civil
servants fromthe two
governnments and ot her

| eaders of public opinion

i ncluding politicians. The
papers were subsequently
publ i shed i n hardback and
paper back editions.

This initiative contributed
to getting new thinking
going in the search for new
political structures in the
deeply divided society of
Northern Irel and. Like many
ot her trouble spots in the
worl d (Cyprus, Lebanon, Sri
Lanka and South Africa) the
West mi nster nodel of
denocracy (nornmally known
as mpjority rule) has not
wor ked very well in
Northern Ireland. Wen it
was introduced in 1921 as

new political

part of partition,
West mi nster politicians

i ke LIoyd George saw it as
t he best possible
arrangenent in the

ci rcunmst ances, but many

t hi ngs have changed since

t hen and new forns of

gover nnent have been tried.

Above all it has been found
that where a society is
deeply divided by
religious, ideological,
cultural or ethnic

di visions, partition is
unlikely to be a workabl e
and | asting sol ution.

THE nodel s explored at the
conference included systens
such as federation,

conf ederati on,
consoci ati onal denocracy
and condom nium all of
which rely on a nunber of
principles involving

coal ition, power-sharing,

t he nutual veto,
proportionality and
autononmy within certain
territories.

One of the chastening
experi ences of the Belfast
conference, however was
that a prerequisite for any
new | rel and was the need
for a political will to
respect others and to find
sol uti ons based on nut ual
under st andi ng.

Prof essor Charles Carter
wrote later, "Wthout
goodwi I I , no arrangenent -



however cunni ngly bal anced
- stands any chance. "

Any new structure or
political solution wll
come only as a result of a
sl ow process of building
respect and under st andi ng
and the conmm tnment of those
i nvol ved to continue to
tal k, no matter what

di fferences nmay energe.
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Di nensi ons of
The first decade

THE vari ous "di nensi ons" of
reconciliation have been
represented in the
undert aki ngs of d encree
since the beginning. O
course these areas of
reconciliation overl ap.
What benefits the

i ndi vi dual benefits his

i nt er per sonal

rel ati onshi ps; what ains at
I mprovi ng interpersona
relationships will benefit
t he individual and the
group to which he bel ongs.
A happier relationship with
the environnent, a nore
respectful use of it
rebounds to the good of
peopl e and our whol e

soci ety.

We |ist some of 3 encree's
activities. Qur records are
not conplete at present; in
particul ar we have no
records in our office of
that very busy first year
and not much from 1975.

Begi nnings are |ike that.
Peopl e are too busy to file
away records for future

hi stori ans, but the
founders are alive and wel |l
and we shall be able to
recover the first years
fromtheir nenory and
correspondence.

Formati on of the

I NDI VI DUAL.:

Days and weekends for
Christian prayer and
comm t nent groups; youth
and community | eadership
courses; arts and crafts
activities; peace study
circle (1977-78,1983-84);
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reconciliation

Expressi on Corporelle
(1979); hospitality to

i ndi vidual s suffering from
vi ol ence etcetera; farm
days for young children
(1982-84).

| NTERPERSONAL di nensi on:

A encree comunity buil di ng
(at intervals and ongoi ng
for resident community);

| ocal work canps (frequent
weekends); hospitality to
Sunday and ot her visitors
(ongoi ng); youth group
neeti ngs (town house);
Wnen Toget her.

| NTERGROUP di nensi on:
Revol uti onary Vi ol ence and
Soci al Change (sem nar);
nat i onal synposi um on non-
vi ol ence (3- day sem nar);
Roots of Viol ence

(sem nar); Gandhi and Non-
Vi ol ence (day wor kshop);
peace study groups and
residential peace study
courses for schools;
Pluralism (group neetings
and three sem nars);
Christianity and Comuni sm
(semi nar); Religious
Mnorities in lreland
(semnar); Towards an

I nt erdenom nat i onal
Christian Conmunity

(semnar); Politics of
For gi veness (2-day
wor kshop) ; Alternative

Model s of Political Co-
OQperation in a Divided
Society (semnar); Ilrish
Neutrality (debates);
Nort h- Sout h wor k canps;
Nort hern hol i day groups,
young people, famlies and
ol d- age pensioners; Role of



Vol untary Service
International in Northern

I rel and (weekend);
Negot i at ed | ndependence for
Northern Ireland (sem nar);
intergroup activities at

G encree House, Bel fast;
occasi onal shared
activities with Corryneel a;
i nternational cultura
exchange; internationa
conference of peace groups;
i nternational work canps;
Christian Movenent for

Peace (work camp); Policy
for Primary Education

(wor kshop); Integration

Thr ough Educati on

(wor kshop); Recreation For
What ? St er eot ypes and
Inequalities in Education
(wor kshop); relating people
to environnent; city farns
pr oj ect (1978/1979);
activity connect ed with
G encree farm and garden
(resident conmunity, work
canpers and chil dren);
Renewabl e Ener gy for
Enpl oynment (sem nar).
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